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March 22, 1718) is omitted from the bibliography altogether, though men- 
tioned on page 26. The Gentleman's Library, which Dr. Jones has "found 
no trace or mention of ... . except in Theophilus Cibber's Lives of the 
Poets, vol. 5, p. 287," and which he consequently dates 1722, is frequently 
advertised, as are several of Theobald's works, in the Weekly-Journal early 
in 1718. The advertisement should be interesting to any who believe 
Theobald above equivocation, because it attempts to give the anonymous 
work the protection of Sir Richard Steele's name. The advertisement notices 
the Censor, the Gentleman's Library, and the Lady's Library. Yoked by 
an "Also" with a long description of the Censor comes the following: 

The Gentleman's Library; containing Rules for Conduct in all Parts of 
Life, viz. Education, Learning, Dress, Conversation, and Choice of Friends, 
Love and Gallantry, Courage and Honour, Affectation, Idleness, Envy, Recrea- 
tions and Studies, Lying, Wit and Humour, Drinking, Marriage and conjugal 
Vertues, Religion, Detractions, Talkativeness, Impertinent Curiosity, Pride, 
Contentment, Retirement, &, Also 

The Lady's Library, published by Sir Richard Steele. 1 

Dr. Jones's dissertation has been subjected to this detailed examination 
because, in spite of some few imperfections, it should displace much of the 
material in Lounsbury's brilliant but untrustworthy Text of Shakespeare. 
The imperfections seem due less to lack of ability on the part of Dr. Jones 
than to our American system which frequently imposes as the problem for 
a doctoral dissertation a task impossible of achievement in the time ordinarily 
allotted to such work. 

Geoegb Sherbuen 

University of Chicago 



The Elements of Old English. By Samuel Moore and Thomas A. 

Knott. Ann Arbor, Michigan: George Wahr, 1919. Pp. 

vii+209. 
Historical Outlines of English Phonology and Middle English Grammar. 

By Samuel Moore. Ann Arbor, Michigan: George Wahr, 

1919. Pp. vii+83. 

For nearly thirty years no new textbook for the use of university classes 
in elementary Old English has appeared in America. During that period 
the best and most widely used book has been a reader with a grammatical 
introduction. Because of the brevity and schematic arrangement of the 
"Grammar" in that work, the book has not brought about a standardization 
of instruction in Old English; in some universities instructors interested in 
the scientific study of language have supplemented the "Grammar" by much 

• Weekly-Journal or Saturday' s-Post, 8 February, 1718; repeated at least eleven 
times thereafter. 
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detailed information and have given thorough drill in forms and phonology ; 
but in too many, instructors have been satisfied with mere accuracy and 
quantity of translation. The new book of Professors Moore and Knott, if 
extensively used, will standardize the teaching of Old English. The first 
part ("Elementary Grammar") presents in a series of twenty-four lessons 
(each containing paradigms, grammatical explanations, and Old English 
text) a thorough survey of the sounds and forms 6f West Saxon. The 
information given is up to date (teachers of Old English will note with 
gratitude that at last we have a class book which explains that the so-called 
reduplicating verbs are based not on reduplication but on ablaut), and it is 
presented with the most painstaking definiteness. Everything that the 
student really needs to know is made clear. The last part of the book is a 
systematically arranged, succinct " Reference Grammar." The cost of print- 
ing unfortunately prevented the authors from providing a body of texts for 
reading; for most effective use, the book should be supplemented as soon as 
possible with enough texts to give material for the first course in Old English. 
The second of the books named above, like the first, is meant for use as 
a companion to university and college courses. It is divided into seven 
parts: (1) "The Elements of Phonetics," (2) "Modern English Sounds," 
(3) "The Language of Chaucer," (4) "The History of English Sounds," 
(5) "Historical Development of Middle English Inflections," (6) "Middle 
English Dialects," (7) "Middle English Spelling." At first glance the 
series of headings may seem heterogeneous and lacking in unity or plan. 
Careful reading of the book, however, shows that its plan is logical and that 
the book can be profitably used in connection with almost any course (not 
too advanced) in the history of the English language. Its chief functions 
appear to be to give a concise, accurate body of fundamental information 
and to afford a means for correlating courses in Old, Middle, and Modern 
English, or widening the scope of any one course so as to make the student 
comprehend the whole history of our language. As in the case of The 
Elements of Old English, this book is up to date in its information and pre- 
sents its material in the simplest and clearest terms. Professor Moore is to 
be congratulated on his phonetic alphabet, which looks to be comprehen- 
sible to an elementary student and successful as a means for the fairly exact 
recording of English and American sounds. 

J. R. H. 
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